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Lighthouse
the flag and flagpole were taken down but the best guess is that when the Coast

gueWherebsehhesWdlalg,powe have
Guard automated the | ighthouse in the e;
gone with them since no one was there to raise and lower the flag each day.

Many of us think that it would be appropriate to bring the flag and flagpole back to
Patos Island and steps are being taken to ensure this happens. With the help of a
generous $500
donation from
Patos Bill LaVergne
which was given to
us at the August
birthday party, we
can now start on
this project.

Anyone who wants
to help with this
project; letter writ-
ing, donations
and/or research,
should contact

I LaVergne
Keepers at patos-
lightkeepers@hotmail.comAnd a BIG thankyou to Patos Bill for getting us started on
this wonderful project! Continued on Page 8
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http://lindadelopez17.wordpress.com/2013/08/21/wheres-the-flagpole/

more information on the Keepers of the Patos Light Volunteer

Programs: emailpatoslightkeepers@hotmail.com
write: KOPL, PO Box 518, Lopez Island, WA 98261 or callcB361

K Party and Closing the Lighthouse

Well, the summer has flown by and Sept. 25th m
marked the final work party of the season and the
closing of the lighthouse for the coming winter.

Tom
Nowak
volunteer

from
Marys-
ville/

Tulalip

Before our group took off from Orcas in the pour-
ing rain , we received a safety talk from Ranger,
Steve Sabine . Ranger Liz skillfully trans-
ported us over to Patos Island. At the lighthouse,
Team Leader,Sandy , checked us in and gave out
work assignments for the day.

Miraculously, the rain had stopped (a common oc-
currence for volunteers on Patos Island) and as
some headed off for trail maintenance and camp-
site cleaning, others stayed near the lighthouse for
sidewalk clearing and the never-ending task of
blackberry removal.

| spent the day in the lighthouse, sorting, cleaning,
and packing up for the winter.

At lunchtime as we gathered to share food, stories,
and amazing views from the lighthouse, Tom spot-
ted aHumpback Whale, a rare sight for visitorsto Al | 6 s wel |l t hat ends
Patos Island. time to catch our ferries to Lopez and Anacor-
After our day of work, we met Steve and Liz back  tes.

at Minnieds Beach for t gredtbigithankdyd lparticigants) Bahdy £,
But not so fast! About two-thirds of the way back,  Patty, Mike, Tom, Duane, Rhea, Sandy B,

we l

s |

the Sea Bassods engi ne c amdlasaivaysSutia Stafe®arloeRatgers, f ut i |

attempts to restart her, a small State Parks boat Steve and Liz. (and our rescuers from
was called over from Sucia Island to tow us in. Sucia!)

Linda Hudson President
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http://lindadelopez17.wordpress.com/2013/09/25/work-party-and-closing-the-lighthouse/
mailto:patoslightkeepers@hotmail.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=48.785,-122.9664&spn=1.0,1.0&q=48.785,-122.9664%20(Patos%20Island)&t=h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humpback_whale
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Have you ever made up your mind to do some-
thing and when the time came to act on that
plan you look around and think to your
self....What was | thinking????

That was my thoughts when the 83 foot USCG
patrol boat came around the end of Patos Is-
land and | saw the Patos Island Lighthouse and
the small group of outbuildings....

This was where | had volunteered to spend my
Service days in the Coast Guard???? Oh my
gosh....

After disembarking and meeting the crew, |
was taken on a tour of the island and taken to
the housewhich | would call home while sta-
tioned on the island. It had been built in 1905
and waswhere the single crew stayed. The
Chief and his wife Arlen had a smaller home
next door.

| soon adjusted to life on the Island. | was as-
signed the 12 midnight to 8:AM watch which
meant | was the only one awake on the Island

Pat os By

all nightlong. | stood the radio watch and

made sure the "Light" flashed all night long and
if the fog came, to turn the fog horn on and
change the generators every four hours to
make sure we had electricity. At first it was a
very long lonely shift but | soon found it gave
me time to write letters home and plan

meals as we single guys did all of our own cook-
ing. Luckily, I really enjoyed my time alone af-
ter | got use to it.

At the end of my shift | would sign out in the log
and head back up to the house.....lots of time
as | walked upthe path to the house a small
harbor seal would appear along the shore line
to send me a greeting. One thing that | remem-
ber about the Island is that we were so very
close to nature. The daily tides....the
weather...It was just us and the wild of the is-

The Lighthouse was really my world in those
days; she was the LIGHT of my LIFE....
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New Posters for the Lighthouse

KOPL, the BLM, and many more have shared the dream of joining the San Juan Islands to the ranks
of National Monument status. With this comes a surge of energy and pride. Not too long before its
official designation, an Interpretive Plan for Patos Island was hatched, staging the lighthouse as the
central beacon for future education of the islands rich history. As we look forward to sharing its

past, i1t is integral that the story of Patos be
The plan is to cover the natural to the cultural; the ancient to the presertbe it in mobile or station-

ary form. The hope is to quench visitorsoé curi
here i s a snippet covering the famed book, OLI

Stay tuned for more, as Team Patos grows and gathers fodder for all to feast on. As stewards

to this o0duckdé6 shaped island, we ask you to jo
we are all here to make one of our own!

Have a Patos story? Letds hear it!

Quack, quack!

Erin Corra

KOPL VP
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